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Informing our prayers
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Since the last newsletter, we’ve seen a lot of change in the political landscape of the UK. There has been a complete change of

government, with many first-time MPs in Parliament. And there will be changes for our schools as well, as new education

policies are designed and implemented over the next few years.

While it is important to focus our prayers on our local schools and the people we know involved in them, the Bible also tells us

to pray for those in authority over us: “Pray every way you know how, for everyone you know. Pray especially for rulers and their

governments to rule well...” (1 Timothy:2)

| hope this newsletter gives you some ideas of how to pray in ‘every way you know how’ — and encourages you with stories of

how groups are gathering to pray for school across our nation.

Joanne Appleton Pray for Schools, England
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Back to School with God

This September, Pray for Schools is encouraging local churches to send children, young people, and anyone working in schools Back

to School with God.

Back to School with God is about inviting God to be part of school life, and affirming support for those who are part of the local school
community. Itis an opportunity for churches to commission their young people and school staff, and to encourage ongoing prayer for
local schools throughout the year. Over the next few weeks we will have prayers available on our website that you could include in a
church service near the beginning of term in September. Other ideas include interviewing a teacher or young person about their life at
school, or asking them to do a reading as part of the service.

Schools Prayer Network Scotland has promoted Back to School with God across Scotland for several years, and has lots of additional
resources including outlines of services, on their website at http://www.suscotland.org.uk/pray/back-to-school-with-god-sunday

Prayer Resources for children
Scripture Union England have produced various
interactive prayer books for pre-school age children
through to 14 years. They are imaginative,
challenging and creative and help to encourage our
childrends prayer |lives.

For the 147 18 age group BE.LIVE.PRAY 1 6 Ge t
in Touch with a gisteeadgers r
the opportunity to think more about their own

prayer life, what happens when they pray, how

they can pray and what they can pray about. The
book is full of creative prayer activities to do alone

or with others.

Also, there is a programme called TAKE AWAY
complete with DVD that could be used for a mid-
week group for ages 57 11 years! Each session
makes no assumption of previous Bible knowledge,
but takes children throu
and helps them to discover more about God
through Paul 8s adventur e

You can find out more
www.scriptureunion.org.uk/News/Prayer/Prayerbooks

Wlake goodness fashionableQwith shineyourlight.com
Manchester youth charity The Message Trust is challenging young
people across the UK to do fifteen specific acts of kindness for their
friends, family and local community including spending time with
the elderly, buying lunch for a homeless person and dropping in a
thank you card to the local police station.

It’s all designed to bring a little more light to our dark world, says
Message CEO Andy Hawthorne: ‘Two thousand years ago, Jesus
said’ “You are the light of the world... let your light shine. Shine Your
Light is all about that — plugging in the power, ripping off the
lampshades and shining brightly. We’re serious about wanting to
see massive changes in our schools and communities.’

What you can do: Pray for Christian young people in schools who
want to ‘shine their light’ for Christ, often with very little support

Encourage young people you know to join in the initiative at
www.shineyourlight.com



http://www.suscotland.org.uk/pray/back-to-school-with-god-sunday

Feedback from Pray for Schools fortnight

Thank you to everyone who took part in Pray for Schools fortnight. A wide variety of events took place around the country, with
people adapting the materials we sent out, or creating their own. Here’s some feedback — and there are more stories on the
Pray for Schools website:

From Penel in Cottingham, E. Yorkshirehe Churches Together Schools Worker Trust created a leaflet combining prayer topics

for our local schools with the prayer points update for our schools worker. This was circulated to the six churches in Cottingham.
So thank you for the use of your logo for this.

On Pentecost Sunday, a number of churches in the Hull city region combined forces to hold an open air festival in the city centre,
celebrating the birth of the Church. During this we had a time of prayer - including prayer for our schools.

Having just stepped on board with this initiative this year, hopefully next year we will be able to be more pro-active - the dates
are in the diary!

From James in Northern Ireland Working alongside the youth pastor of High Street Methodist, we spent several weeks planning
and contacting all of the schools (nursery, primary, secondary) in Lurgan; first with a telephone call, then a follow-up email and
finally a postal letter (old skool!).

Several schools willingly submitted prayer requests for use in the room to prompt and guide people in their praying. The room
itself was split into sections, allowing people to focus on different areas in their praying. We had a corner devoted to the Pray
For Schools organisation (showing its promo DVD) with its suggested school-related prayer points: a corner highlighting statistics
on some of the key issues relating to young people in the UK: another corner where pictures of the Lurgan schools were
displayed alongside the school prayer requests we'd received: and a final corner that served as an art area - a place for people to
write, draw and paint their prayers. In addition to these fours areas we also had an old-fashioned school desk with prayer
booklets kept in the tray underneath the lid: a post-it-note section where people listed names of friends and family members
they wanted to lift up in prayer: and finally, a middle section with sofa's, games and reading material for people to chill out on.

| was really blessed to see a teacher from the town come into the room and pray with such sincerity (I admit | peaked at him
whilst he was praying during one of my host slots!). After he left | took a look at the prayer he had written on one of the prayer
walls and it was truly beautiful:

'Dear Lord, please help me to be a reflection of your love in my school and help me to be there for those who need me'. Simply
wonderful; how great to have a man like this as a teacher with influence for the King in our schools!

Allin all it was a fantastic week. | plan to report back to the local schools and let them know how it went. It's so exciting to think
about what God will have used this period of prayer for our schools to accomplish for His Name and His Kingdom.

From Jennie We had a very encouraging event. The three main schools work organisations in the town worked together on it
and 42 people came which we were very pleased about, considering we gave them less than two weeks' notice! We'll be more
organised for next year.

Time of sung worship and opening prayer and refreshments

Introductions - who we are, what we do

Interview with Year 12 Christian student and with an RE teacher

Prayer Carousel - ten minutes in each of four zones: Primary Schools, Secondary Schools, Teachers and Schools Work. In each
zone we had a facilitator and prayer points from schools, teachers etc. In the teachers' zone we had names of Christian teachers
and their schools on pieces of paper. People prayed for one or two teachers by name.

We finished with a song.

Remember you can organise a Pray for Schools event at any time of the year, or use some of the ideas and resources on our
website as part of Pray for Schools group meetings. The dates for 2011 Pray for Schools fortnight are 8-23 May and as it is the
400" anniversary of the official publication of the Bible in English, we hope to develop resources around the theme of Praying
the Bible.

If you have a Facebook account, you may be interested to know that w e have set up a Faceb ook fan page
for Pray for Schools . It & a great way to get the &vord out 6about Pray for Schools. Just become a fan, and
when you receive posts  from Pray for Schools  on your home page, re  -post them to your profile so your

fri ends can find out about PFS too! You can also join the conversation by po sting ideas and news on the
wall.

Dond forget to register Pray f or Sch ools e vents at www.prayforschoo Is.org/events/register -an-event , so
we can publicise them  through the website and send you any appropriate resources.




